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QUOTE: SECRET GENEVA 5872 

EXDIS 

USCTB 

EO 11652: XGDS 
TAGS: PARM, US, UR, UK 

1 . AT THIS POINT IN OUR DISCUSSION IT IS CLEAR THAT A 
BASIC DIEFERENCE EXISTS ON THE ROLE OF PNES UNDER A 
CTB. IT IS THE POSITION OP THE US THAT A COMPREHENSIVE 
TEST BAN MUST BAN ALL NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS, WHETHER FOR 
WEAPON PURPOSES OR POR PEACEFUL PURPOSES. TH U.S. 

HAS HAD MANY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WITH THE CONDUCT OF 
NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS FOR BOTH THESE PURPOSES. THE U.S. 

HAS HAD MANY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WITH THE CONDUCT OF 
NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS FOR BOTH THESE PURPOSES. OVER THE 
COURSE OF THESE YEARS WE HAVE CAREFULLY STUDIED THE 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 16941 1 

PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH A POSSIBLE ACCOMMODATION OF 
PNES UNDER A COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN. ALL OP OUR 
STUDIES HAVE LED US TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THERE ARE NO 
METHODS OR PROCEDURES WHICH COULD ASSURES PARTIES TO A 
CTB THAT THE CARRYING OUT OF PNES WOULD NOT LEAD TO 
MILITARY BENEFITS TO THE PARTY CARRYING OUT THE 
EXPLOSIONS. THUS APNE ACCOMMODATION WOULD BE CONTRARY 
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TO THE VERY PURPOSE OF A COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN. 

2. THE TREATY ON UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS EOR 
PEACEFUL PURPOSES DOES NOT IN ANY WAY SERVE TO CONTRA- 
DICT THIS CONSULSION SINCE IT WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE 
CONTEXT OE THE WEAPONS TEST THRESHOLD OE 150 KILOTONS 
AND SETS THE IDENTICAL LIMIT EOR EXPLOSIONS EOR PEACE- 
EUL PURPOSES. THE PROTOCOL TO THIS TREADY PROVIDES IN 
THE EIRST PLACE EOR PROCEDURES TO ESTABLISH THAT THE 
PURPOSE OF THE PNE PROJECT IS CONSISTENT WITH THE 
STATED PEACEFUL PURPOSE; THESE PROCEDURES DO NOT ASSURE 
THAT NO MILITARY BENEEITS ARE GAINED EROM THE EXPLOSION. 
SECONDLY, THE VERIEICATION PROCEDURES ARE ALSO DESIGNED 
TO DETERMINE THAT NO INDIVIDUAL EXPLOSION WITH A YIELD 
EXCEEDING 150 KILOTONS IS CARRIED OUT. THUS THESE 
VERIEIEICATION PROVISIONS DO NO MORE THAN ASSURE THAT 
ANY MILITARY BENEEIT OBTAINED WILL NOT BE OVER AND 
BEYOND THAT WHICH CAN BE OBTAINED AT WWAPON TEST SITES 
AND THEY CERTAINLY PROVIDE NO TECHNICAL BASIS EOR 
DETERMING THAT A NUCLEAR EXPLOSION EOR PEACEEUL 
PURPOSES DOES NOT YIELD MILITARY BENEEITS. THERE ARE 
NO VERIEICATION ELEMENTS CONTAINED IN THIS TREATY WHICH 
WOULD ENSURE UNDER A CTB THAT MILITARY BENEFITS WERE 
NOT BEING OBTAINED IN THE COURSE OE CARRYING OUT NUCLEAR 
EXPLOSIONS EOR PEACEEUL PURPOSES. TO THE BEST OE OUR 
KNOWLEDGE, NO MEANS EXIST THAT COULD PROVIDE SUCH 
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ASSURANCE. 

TO REITERATE, IT IS THE FIRM POSITION OF THE U.S. 

THAT A COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN MUST BAN ALL NUCLEAR 
EXPLOSIONS. VANDENHEUVEL 
UNQUOTE VANCE 
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